8. LETTER TO KAIKHUSHROO AND ABDUL HUK
[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 3, 1905
MY DEAR SHRI  KAIKHUSHROO AND  ABDUL HUK,
Your letter to hand. I am satisfied with your reply.1 It is not pro-
per for you to want to know the writer's name, I have written to you that
it is not at all necessary for you to know it. There is nothing for you even
to be afraid of. You should forget all about it. He who would do his
duty should remain undaunted by what others say.
Let me know the amount that stands debited to my account. I
have not yet credited the money that has been advanced to the press.
Salaams from
M. K. GANDHI
MESSRS JALBHOY SORABJEE BROS.
110 FIELD STREET
[DURBAN]
From the Gujarati in Gandhiji's hand: Letter Book (1905): No, 511
9. ORANGE RIVER COLONY LEGISLATION
We publish two important communications in this issue on the sta-
tus of British Indians in the Orange River Colony. The one is a short and
belated reply from the Colonial Secretary of that Colony to the protest
of the British Indian Association at Johannesburg, against the anti-Asiatic,
municipal legislation that has been sanctioned by the Lieutenant-Governor
from time to time, by the municipalities of the Orange River Colony. The
second letter is from Mr. H. R. Fox-Bourne, the Secretary of the Abori-
gines Protection Society, addressed to Mr. Lyttelton.2 The two communi-
cations are a contrast. The Colonial Secretary writes saying that the
Government are not contemplating any legislation with a view to restricting
the powers of local government at present enjoyed by municipalities in
the Orange River Colony. This, in our opinion, is purely begging the
question. The British Indian Association has never asked for any legis-
lation to restrict the powers, because the veto is already [vested] in the
Lieutenant-Governor. No bye-laws are of any force unless sanctioned by
the Lieutenant-Governor, and we know of no statute, even for the Orange
River Colony, which compels the Lieutenant-Governor to sanction any
bye-laws that the municipalities may pass. On the contrary, the instruc-
tions issued to His Excellency are that he is not to sanction any colour
iTo Gandhiji's letter dated June 27, 1905. Vide VoLIV,p.479.
2 Alfred Lyttelton, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 1903-5